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practically dominated the empire had disappeared. The Em-
peror and Empress, with the Government, had removed from
Kioto to Tokio, and had surrounded themselves with court cere-
monials, their various ministers of state and by foreign diplo-
matic officials invited from other lands.

The change in the national costume, so picturesque and be-
coming, was setting in. Foreign travel was being undertaken
by the people. Young lads of promise were being sent to the
military schools and other colleges of America and Europe. In
fact, Japan had felt the touch and influence of foreign associa-
tion. She had awakened from the long sleep of seclusion, and,
with this awakening, her good-natured people appeared anxious
to join in the race of Western progress, with all that this meant
in the world's development.

During the winter of 1870 and 1871, passed in Japan, the
Benicia ran north as far as Hakodati, merely to show herself
as a new power on the station. The weather experienced en
route was boisterous and stormy in the extreme. Although the
winds were mainly from the northwest, there was not a day of
sunshine during the passage. Passing in through the Straits of
Tsugara, the port was found frozen up, the ground covered with
deep snow, and the temperature bitterly cold. This visit and
the trip to and from are remembered principally because of the
discomfort to officers and men. Beyond the fact that it was a
port where American interests were beginning to grow, there
was not much to interest those who visited it as a matter of
duty.

It was during this winter in Japan that rumors reached the
Benicia that the affair in Korea relating to the American schooner
General Sherman was to be inquired into by our Government.
This vessel had ventured into the waters of Korea on a trading
voyage in 1868 or 1869, with a cargo of "Yankee notions." The
vessel, as was learned subsequently, had been burned and her
crew to a man had been killed by the Koreans. She was only
heard from again through the Chinese at Pekin, who communi-
cated to our Minister, Hon. Frederick P. Low, that her crew
had been murdered and the vessel burned soon after arriving
within Korean waters. Before sailing from the United States
there were vague rumors that this matter was to be settled by